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I am humbled to be elected as
the new President of SPMH. As
someone who grew up in this city,
it is an honor to be connected to
Music Hall which has
always been a venera-
ble Cincinnati icon and
a symbol of the cre-
ativity in our commu-
nity. 

I want to start by
paying tribute to imme-
diate past President
Don Siekmann for the
strength of his leader-
ship. Don has gener-
ously donated so
much of his time and
talent to SPMH. I am
delighted he will continue to play
substantial roles on our board
overseeing the successful Mighty
Wurlitzer Organ Concert Series
and being involved with SPMH’s fi-
nances and investments.  

I also am thankful to the Board
for their support. You could not ask

for a better or more committed
team. Together we will strenuously
endeavor to live SPMH’s mission –
preserving, promoting, improving

and providing educa-
tion about this building
that we love.

This is an exciting
time to be in the Over-
the-Rhine. The up-
coming refurbishment
of Music Hall offers an
opportunity for renewal
and revitalization that
will further solidify our
area by Washington
Park as one of the
country’s premier mu-
sical and performing

art centers.  
SPMH already has played an

important role in the planning for
the renovation of Music Hall. Our
organization has been blessed
with substantial funds from the late
Patricia and Ralph Corbett, and we
are pleased to let you know that,
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as a result of our efforts and with
our strong financial support, Cor-
bett Tower will remain named Cor-
bett Tower in perpetuity.  

We look forward to working
closely with the Music Hall Revital-
ization Company, whose mission is
to organize and lead the renovation
of Music Hall and to ensure the
quality of its future maintenance.
SPMH also will deepen our existing
relationships with the Music Hall
resident companies and the Cincin-
nati Arts Association. 

Additionally, SPMH will con-

tinue to thrive during the refurbish-
ment period when Music Hall will
be closed. We are developing a se-
ries of marketing, outreach and ed-
ucational programs to keep the
spirit of Music Hall alive in our com-
munity.   

In closing, I want to thank all of
our members whose personal ef-
forts and financial contributions
allow us to continue to carry out our
mission. Your continued support of
our organization is much needed
and sincerely appreciated. 
- Peter Koenig 
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SPMH MISSION STATEMENT
The mission of  The Society for the Preservation of Music Hall 

is to preserve, promote, improve, and provide education about Music Hall,
funding special projects in addition to Music Hall management’s opera-

tional and maintenance obligations, and facilitating communications among 
Music Hall management, owner, and tenants, in order to perpetuate Music

Hall as the premier cultural center of the Region, and as a 
National Historic Landmark of international significance.

2016 SPMH BOARD 

1st Row from Left to right: Ed Rider, Kathy Janson, Peter Koenig, Karen McKim, Lisa Allison,
2nd Row: Scott Santangelo, Marcella Hsiung, Ken Jones, Don Siekmann, Joanne Grueter, Thea
Tjepkema, Bethany Vondran 3rd Row: Tricia Johnson, Barbara Harshman, Steve Sunderman,
Rosemary Schlachter, Meredith Downton. SPMH Board (See page 2 for complete board list)
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Peter joined the SPMH board
in September 2007 and since that
time he has been a valuable mem-
ber of the team, committed to serv-
ing Music Hall in such areas as
archives and board nominations.
Recently he was appointed to the
Music Hall Revitalization Company
board as SPMH Representative.
He brings a wealth of experience
to the position. His volunteer activi-
ties have included the position of
trustee on the boards of the Me-
morial Hall Society, Cincinnati
Preservation Association, Univer-
sity Club of Cincinnati and the
Episcopal Church of the Redeemer
in Hyde Park.

By profession, Peter is a
lawyer with his firm Buechner, Haf-
fer, Meyers & Koenig in downtown
Cincinnati. Licensed to practice in
Ohio, Kentucky and several federal
courts, he has over 30 years of ex-

perience in litigation. His areas of
expertise include real estate, ad-
ministrative, municipal and zoning
law. He is actively involved with the
Cincinnati Bar Association and is a
member of the American Bar Asso-
ciation, the Ohio Bar Association
and the Kentucky Bar Association. 

Educated at Ohio University
where he earned a B.A. (summa
cum laude 1978), he earned his
J.D. from Case Western Reserve
University School of Law in 1981. 

Born and raised in Clifton, and
having lived in Hyde Park for 30
years, he and his wife Lucy now
reside in Eden Park. Peter has
twin children, David, a graduate of
the U.S. Naval Academy, and Julie,
a medical student at Stanford Uni-
versity. In his leisure time, Peter
enjoys squash, tennis, opera, the-
atre, travel and reading.

Meet New SPMH President
Peter E. Koenig

Peter Koenig
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The SPMH Annual Meeting
was held on Tuesday, September
15th in Music Hall’s Corbett Audito-
rium. A capacity crowd enjoyed a
cocktail/hors d’oeuvres reception
and music provided by pianist, Don
Hurd. Members had the opportunity
to purchase tickets for “Happy Holi-
days with the Mighty Wurlitzer”
(December 10), and the Cincinnati
Finds its Voice DVD. Twenty-six re-
stored panels from the 1878 Music
Hall organ screen, on view for the
first time and temporarily installed
on all walls of Corbett Tower, drew
much interest from the group.

President Don Siekmann,
called the meeting to order. Stating

the precepts of the SPMH Mission
Statement, he underlined our com-
mitment to Music Hall and acknowl-
edged the supportive role Patricia
and Ralph Corbett played and con-
tinue to play through our SPMH
Corbett Endowment. Highlighting
the activities of our organization
over the past year, Don included
growing our membership; conser-
vation projects and other funding
efforts; the distribution of MUSIC
HALL Marks to 4,000 readers; the
wealth of timely information on the
website 

In acknowledging the gift, Don
announced that the ownership
transfer of the “Mighty Wurlitzer

2015 SPMH Annual Meeting

Don Siekmannn talks about the Corbetts    Peter Koenig addresses SPMH members



Organ” from the Ohio Valley Chap-
ter of the American Theatre Organ
Society to SPMH had been com-
pleted. While speaking of the very
successful Wurlitzer Concert Se-
ries, Don encouraged all to pur-
chase tickets to the holiday concert
on December 10th and noted that
the patriotic themed May Wurlitzer
Concert will give the public one of
the last opportunities to experience
Music Hall before its closing for
renovation. The new slate of Offi-
cers was presented and retiring Di-
rectors William Henrich and Ron
Wehmeier were thanked. Thea

Tjepkema was warmly welcomed
to the board. Don announced that
he was stepping down as President
but before turning the meeting over
to newly elected President Peter E.
Koenig, he emphasized his pride in
SPMH, in members and directors;
pride in the organization’s accom-
plishments for Music Hall and his
pride in Music Hall itself.  

Immediately after his introduc-
tion, Peter Koenig along with
Megan Hall, presented Don with a
gift from the board—a crystal com-
memoration of his more than 5
years of service as  President.

Peter Koenig, Don Siekmann

Roger and Pat Fry, Linda and Don Siekmann

Megan Hall, Peter Koenig present gift to Don Siekmann
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Peter took the podium, conveying
enthusiasm for his new role as
leader, his hopes and expectations
for the work ahead. Emphasizing
the importance of SPMH and its
history of support, he reiterated “we
will always be here for Music Hall.” 

Andrew Bowen along with
Meredith Downton shared details of
an expanded tour program, and
listed the past year achievements
with the efforts of Ramona Tous-
saint. Among these were an in-
crease in the number of tours and
guides, development of better in-
structional material for guides, cre-

ation of interest specific tours and
enhanced methods of promotion.
Andrew voiced his expectations for
further improvements in the coming
year while collaborating with out-
side groups to advance Music Hall
tours.

Kathy Janson took the micro-
phone to speak for the intricately
carved panels temporarily installed
on the surrounding walls. She told
the story of the original Music Hall
organ’s magnificent screen from
the beginnings in 1878, the dis-
mantling in the early 1970s, her
motivation for action to save the

Ed Rider  

Andrew Bowen, Chuck Downton, Meredith  Downton, Lisa Allison, Karen McKim, Peter Koenig 

Carmon DeLeone, Linda Siekmann Mary Coyne
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panels from exclusion in the 2011
renovation plans, the 2011 deci-
sion by the SPMH board to under-
take the rescue and restoration of
remaining panels, to the hiring of a
well-known Nashville conservator
and the progress to date. She

talked of the award winning stu-
dents of the carving schools of
Master Carvers Henry and William
Fry and Ben Pitman, the role they
played in the nationally acclaimed
Cincinnati Art-Carved Furniture
Movement, their subject matter

Mike and Kathy  Janson, Steve Sunderman Nancy and Patty Wagner 

John Morris Russell, Thea Tjepkema, Peter Koenig John Senhauser, Ken Kreider 

Terri Kidney, Judy Prinz, Steve Loftin, Sue Sommer Ron Wehmeier, Don Siekmann
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and most importantly, their commit-
ment to volunteering their time and
labor for a gift to the people of
Cincinnati in the form of this out-
standing work. Kathy noted with
gratitude the donations, both finan-
cial and personal, as individuals
and organizations have given not
only money but also many pieces
and panels to SPMH for advance-
ment of this project. While all pan-
els on view were visually stunning,
newly cleaned, repaired with bright
gilding, they are in various states
of completion and will be returned
to Nashville shortly. She voiced the

SPMH desire for permanent instal-
lation of these panels and those
yet to be acquired, in a newly reno-
vated Corbett Tower.

President Koenig introduced
the evening’s guest speaker,
Stephen G. Leeper, President and
CEO of Cincinnati Center City De-
velopment Corporation (3CDC),
the group appointed by the Music
Hall Revitalization Co. (MHRC) as
the project’s developer. Mr. Leeper
announced that Music Hall will
close in June 2016 for the $129
million construction project with an
expected reopening in fall 2017.

Jeff McClory, Peter Koenig, Kim Starbuck,  Ken Jones

Dudley Taft, Don SiekmannYvette Simpson, Peter Koenig       

Brian Siekmann
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Cincinnati’s Messer Construction
has been hired as construction
manager. The
design team
consists of a
number of
companies.
Architectural
work will be
divided by
two firms:
Martinez &
Johnson Ar-
chitecture
based in
Washington D.C. and Perfido
Weiskopf Wagstaff & Goettel based
in Pittsburgh. The Connecticut firm,
Akustiks has been hired to pre-

serve the renowned acoustics of
Springer Auditorium. Schuler

Shook, light-
ing design-
ers and
theater plan-
ners of Min-
neapolis;
Pennoni As-
sociates Inc.
of Philade-
phia (me-
chanical,
electrical
and plumb-

ing consulting engineers); and THP
Limited Inc. of Cincinnati (structural
engineering) complete the design
team. 

Rick Pender views restored panelsRestored organ panels

Kathy Janson 

Andrew Bowen and Meredith Downton 
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While unseen but necessary
improvements to the aging infra-
structure are already in progress
(such as asbestos removal), much
of the work which patrons will see
will not begin until the building
closes. The size of Springer Audito-
rium will be reduced by moving the
walls inward on the
orchestra and bal-
cony levels, re-
sloping all three
floors (to create
better sight-lines),
and creating a
“thrust’ stage on
which the orchestra
will be seated far-
ther out into the
hall. At least 1,000
seats will be re-
moved in the
process. The gallery walls, the
proscenium arch, the coffered ceil-
ing, the ceiling mural and the crys-
tal chandelier will remain
unchanged. There will be a new
acoustical shell with specific design
for the space.

A new escalator with an adja-
cent grand staircase along with two
new elevators will be constructed in
the south hall. The drop ceiling of
Corbett Tower will be removed,
adding 14 feet of height, revealing
the original painted ceiling, as well
as the Elm Street windows in their
entirety. In addition to a more ac-
cessible interior box office, conces-
sions areas, the gift shop and coat
check will be relocated. Restroom
facilities will be doubled.

Concerning the exterior, the
bricked-up areas will be replaced
with functional windows, the ramp
and canopy will be removed, the
façade will be restored and accent
lighting as well as illumination of
the rose window, will enhance
Music Hall’s curb appeal.

New adminis-
trative offices, a
larger music li-
brary, rehearsal
hall, dressing
rooms, practice
rooms, scenery
and paint shops
and a new loading
dock are in the re-
construction plans.

Schematic
drawings are now
in process. The

current estimated cost is $129 mil-
lion ($125 million in May). Total
funding consists of the following:
$53MM in private donations;
$48MM tax credits; $10MM City of
Cincinnati; $6.5MM ongoing City
pledge; $5MM State of Ohio. This
leaves an unfunded balance of
$6.5MM which must be met by Jan-
uary for the process to continue.
Stephen ended his talk on a note of
appreciation to those in atten-
dance. President Koenig thanked
Mr. Leeper for his time, thanked the
guests and members of SPMH and
stated that “We will always be here
for Music Hall.”

- Kathy Janson

Steve Leeper
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How easy it is to think that our
lives are unique, that our experi-
ences, trials and triumphs, both
endured and enjoyed are some-
how singular, exceptional! As you
read the following paragraphs,
taken from pages long yellowed by
age, think of the reopening in 2017
and that we, as they, may exclaim
with shared delight.

“The remodeled Music Hall
was illuminated and thrown open
for the inspection of the public last
night. The touch of a fairy’s wand
could not have transformed the
structure more completely. The en-
tire interior has been remodeled,

the old pitch-pine walls and ceiling
being removed and beautifully dec-
orated plastering, backed up by
wire lath, erected in its place.
Three thousand electric lights have
been put in, and from the center of
the ceiling depends a magnificent
chandelier containing one hundred
electric lights. In each of the four
corners of the ceiling there is a
smaller chandelier containing 60
lights. Around the balcony and
gallery there is a string of electric
lights that has a wondrous effect,
the lights being only six inches
apart and making it appear like a
continuous blaze of light. The new

The New Music Hall

New proscenium arch 1896
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chairs are composed of mahogany
plush and are large and spacious.
The ceiling has been lowered five
feet and the auditorium floor sunk
a similar distance. The stage,
which at present is fitted up for the
coming May Festival, has a width
of 70 feet, and 45 feet above the
stage a magnificent proscenium
arch has been erected. The organ
has been moved back 16 feet from
the stage, and now occupies an
entire room, the ceiling in the rear
of the stage having been lowered
for this purpose 20 feet. The hall
has less seating capacity than be-
fore, there being seats now for only
3,300 people. The arrangement of
the seats on the ground floor is ex-
cellent, all the aisles converging to-
ward the center of the stage; in
fact, there is not a poor seat in the
hall. The dressing rooms have all
been remodeled, and the large

rooms cut up
into smaller
dressing
rooms. There
are two
handsome
ticket offices,
both finished
in white mar-
ble, and one
of the offices
will be used
for the sale
of gallery
tickets only.

A smaller
proscenium
arch is being
erected, to

be used when opera is given at the
hall, while special doors have been
cut in the rear for the admission of
scenery. The work of remodeling
was begun last October, and the
cost has been $110,000 of which
$65,000 the Music Hall Association
paid, and the balance was con-
tributed by 10 gentlemen, who paid
$4,000 each. The work has been in
charge of the Building Committee,
composed of A. Howard Hinkle, H.
Goepper and Henry C. Urner,
whose interest in the work has
been second nature to them. This
city has reason to be proud of its
beautiful home for music, as it has
been pronounced one of the finest
structures of its kind in the world.”

(Cincinnati Enquirer May 15, 1896; Courtesy of
ProQuest Historical Newspapers Hamilton
County Public Library)

New seating 1896
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Memories of Music Hall 
In 1980, I spotted an employ-

ment ad in the newspaper for a re-
ceptionist position for “someone
with a background in the arts.” (I
had a Theater Arts Degree) When I
called and heard the operator an-
swer “Music Hall,” I im-
mediately knew I wanted
that job.  I never imag-
ined that thirty five years
later I would still be
working for the Cincin-
nati Symphony and Pops
in such a special venue.  

As a teenager, I at-
tended many concerts in
Music Hall, though most
were not the sort that
Reuben Springer would
have envisioned.  From
Paul Revere and the Raiders to Arlo
Guthrie, I can still remember gazing
at the chandelier and the beautiful
ceiling, thinking how disrespectful it
was that girls were jumping up and
down on the seats, screaming in
adulation over whatever teen idol
happened to be on stage. In the late
sixties, my best friend and I ordered
fake press passes from a magazine.
It actually worked when we man-
aged to convince security that we
were representing our school news-
paper and slipped backstage after
the Herman’s Hermits concert.  We
never sighted any of that group,
however, we did bump into a few of
the musicians from one of the open-
ing acts…..a little known band at the

time called “The Who”.  A police offi-
cer suspected we were frauds and
promptly escorted us out of the
building. 

The upcoming renovation of
Music Hall is very exciting, yet bit-

tersweet for me. Memo-
ries come flooding back
as I think about the peo-
ple who have walked
through these doors---
musicians, singers, staff,
volunteers and visitors
who have played a part in
its history. I don’t even
know how to put into
words how deeply I care
about the Hall, because
it’s not “just” a building to
me.  Coming inside is like

coming home.  
Though I’ve never encountered

any of the ghosts, I still feel the
presence of those who spent count-
less hours here…..not because they
had to, but because they wanted to
be here and took pride in it.  People
such as Roger Adams, Shirley Pat-
ton, Alice Poirier and Martha Wim-
pey, just to name a few.  Yet I’m
sure each of them would embrace
the change.   

As we embark on this great
new adventure, what we leave be-
hind is a part of ourselves. But
change reminds us that anything is
possible and I am eagerly anticipat-
ing the even more beautiful “new”
Music Hall. - Judy Prinz

Judy Prinz
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To Purchase 
Music Hall: Cincinnati Finds its Voice

on DVD or VHS call 
(513) 744-3293

All Seats Now Reserved - $25 ($20 for seniors, students and groups of 10 or more)

• CincinnatiArts.org              • Arnoff Center / Music Hall Ticket office
• (513) 621 - Arts (2787)         • Group Discount (10+): (513) 977 - 4157

The Society For 
The Preservation 
of Music Hall

presents

Thursday, December 10, 2015
10:30 AM & 7:00 PM, Cincinnati Music Hall Ballroom

MIGHTY WURLITZER
featuring:

theatre-organist 
Jelani Eddington

Cincinnati Opera Young Artist
Tyler Alessi

with special guest
Cincinnati Ballet

Otto M. Budig Academy 

With Generous Support from Susan and Hap Castleberry

with the



Come for the Cheer, Come for
the Merriment!! Organ fans from
around the world have heard the
powerful sounds of the Mighty
Wurlitzer, either in its original home
(the famed Albee Theatre), in the
Emery Theatre or in the Music Hall
Ballroom. The Ohio Valley Chapter
of the American Theatre Organ So-
ciety has gifted the Instrument to
SPMH. Now that the transfer of
ownership is complete, come for
the celebration! The SPMH Wurl-
itzer promises to all a ‘Mighty
Good Time’ and ‘to All a Good
Night!!!!’ 

Artists who will dazzle you with
their talents are Jelani Eddington,
Tyler Alessi and the Cincinnati Bal-

let Otto M. Budig Academy.
Jelani Eddington is one of the

most prominent and sought-after
artists on the concert circuit. He
has performed nationally as well
as internationally and in 2001 was
named Theatre Organist of the
Year. He remains the youngest-
ever recipient of this prestigious
honor. Born in Muncie, Indiana, Je-
lani began piano instruction at the
age of four. At the age of eight, he
was introduced to the sounds of
the Wurlitzer theatre pipe organ in-
stalled in an Indianapolis restau-
rant, the Paramount Music Palace.
Shortly thereafter, he began classi-
cal theatre organ lessons. By the
age of 13, Jelani won the American

Happy Holidays! Stars
MUSIC HALL Marks 16

Jelani Eddington
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Theatre Organ Society’s Young
Theatre Organist Competition,
competing against students from
the United States, England, Aus-
tralia and New Zealand. He re-
mains the youngest competitor
ever to win this title. Jelani gradu-
ated Magna Cum Laude from Indi-
ana University in 1996 and
received a Juris Doctor degree
from the Yale School of Law in
1999, after which time he practiced
law in New York State. His exten-
sive performance engagements
have taken him throughout the
world. Jelani has also distinguished
himself as a concert pianist. He
has produced over 30 theatre
organ albums on some of the most
dynamic instruments in the country.
Jelani is no stranger to the SPMH
Mighty Wurlitzer Concert series,
having delighted crowds with out-
standing performances on previous
occasions.

Tyler Alessi is a second year
Doctoral student in Voice Perform-
ance at the University of Cincin-
nati’s College Conservatory of
Music. While attending CCM, he
has performed as jailor in
Poulenc’s Dialogues of the
Carmelites; Escamillo in Bizet’s Le
Tragedie de Carmen; and Aaron in

Ricky Ian Gordon’s Morning Star.
Outside of CCM Tyler has per-
formed many small roles for Cincin-
nati Opera including Guccio in
Puccini’s Gianni Schicchi; 2nd
priest in Mozart’s The Magic Flute;
the Captain in Tchaikovsky’s Eu-
gene Onegin; and Marullo in
Verdi’s Rigoletto. He was a mem-
ber of Cincinnati Opera’s 2010-
2011 Young Artist Program. Tyler
earned a bachelor degree in Vocal
Performance from California State
University of Long Beach and his
Masters of Music from the Univer-
sity of Cincinnati’s College Conser-
vatory Of Music.

Cincinnati Ballet Otto M. Budig
Academy was founded in 1997 and
has built a reputation as one of the
finest programs in the nation.
Taught by nationally and interna-
tionally recognized faculty, Cincin-
nati Ballet Academy offers a
comprehensive dance education
through three programs: Children’s
Division, Main Division and Adult
Division as well as five different
summer programs. The primary
goal at Cincinnati Ballet Academy
is to provide excellence in technical
and artistic training and to inspire a
love of dance.

To learn more about MUSIC HALL,
Past, Present and Future

Visit the SPMH Website
www.spmhcincinnati.org
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SPMH has a tradition of at-
tracting talented members of our
community to serve as
Directors. It is with
pleasure that the
newest member of the
Board is introduced.

Thea Tjepkema
brings a wealth of ex-
perience in the areas
of preservation, edu-
cation, public rela-
tions, management
and administration.
She earned a B.F.A. in
Historic Preservation, (cum laude
1990) from Savannah College of
Art and Design. In 1996 she
earned a Master of Arts Adminis-
tration degree from the University
of Akron. Thea has held numerous
professional positions including the
following: preservationist at Lynd-
hurst Estate, National Trust His-
toric Site in New York;  landmark

secretary’s aid at the Landmarks
Commission of San Francisco; ed-

ucational programs in-
structor for both the
Wayne-Gordon House
Museum and the Na-
tional Girl Scout Center
in Savannah; docent at
the Art Museum of
Santa Cruz; museum
technician at Yosemite
National Park Museum;
education coordinator
at the William Howard
Taft National Historic

Site, Cincinnati; director of gal-
leries at the Savannah College of
Art and Design; and gallery man-
ager of Wolf Gallery, Cincinnati. 

Thea resides in Hyde Park
with her husband, John Morris
Russell (Conductor of the Cincin-
nati Pops), and their children Jack
Russell (15) and Alma Russell
(13).

Thea Tjepkema

Meet New Board Member
Thea Tjepkema

Love Music Hall?
Interested in history, architecture? Take a Tour!

Seeking a rewarding volunteer experience? Become a 
Music Hall Tour Guide and share your enthusiasm!

For volunteering information or, to schedule a tour contact: 

Ramona Toussaint: 513-744-3293  
MusicHallTour@SPMHcincinnati.org
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Can You Top This?
The art of skating, especially

in the form of ‘Roller Derby’, has
had a resurgence in Cincinnati. In
1910 Music Hall was proud of its
new ‘Roller Rink’ as indicated in
the following Cincinnati Enquirer
article dated Dec. 4th, “Music Hall
Rink”.

The new Music Hall Rink an-
nounces the engagement of Pro-
fessor H. A. Simmons, one of the
greatest of all skaters, who will

give exhibitions of his skill all this
week. His act is unique in that he
performs on stilts and transforms
himself into a human top. He
comes heralded as the skating
wonder of the world, and the
Cincinnati skaters will throng the
new rink to see him perform. In-
dustrial nights at the new rink this
week will be Wednesday and
Thursday night.  
(Source: ProQuest Historical Newspapers)

Corbett Tower The College of Music
In August of 1878 a letter was

sent to Mr. Theodore Thomas of
New York by managers of the
Music Hall Association, with the re-
quest that he accept the Music Di-
rectorship of the proposed College
of Music. The August 16, 1878
issue of the Cincinnati Enquirer re-
ported the following: “…It is pro-
posed to establish an institution for
musical education, upon the scale
of the most important of those of a
similar character in Europe… We
have the new Music Hall, where
the College will be held and the
great organ offers decided attrac-
tions. In this invitation we recog-
nize your special fitness for a trust
so important.” On August 20th, 
Mr. Thomas replied to Reuben
Springer, Joseph Longworth, John
Shillito and others “I acknowledge

with satisfaction the receipt of your
note of the 10th  ...I accept your in-
vitation.” The Stockholders of the
College of Music met, a Board of
Directors was elected and George
Ward Nichols was chosen Presi-
dent with Treasurer, Rudolph Neff
and Secretary, Jacob Burnet.
Founded on October 14, 1878 the
College of Music opened in Music
Hall’s Dexter Hall (now Corbett
Tower). The room, named in honor
of Julius Dexter, chairman of the
Music Hall building committee, was
112 feet long, 46 feet wide and 30
feet high (King’s Pocket Book of
Cincinnati 1879). The College of
Music soon outgrew its space and
in 1881 an adjacent building, the
Odeon, with a covered bridge to
Music Hall, was erected.
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A
Charles & Mary Abbott
Jim & Mary Abbott
Judith H. & James R. Adams
Lisa & David Allison
The Alpaugh Foundation
Carolyn B. Anderson
James & Marjorie Anderson
Theresa M. Anderson
Anonymous
Edward  & Rebecca Apfel
Nancy J. Apfel
Vicky Aronoff
Thomas Ashwell
Mr. Donald Auberger
Mary Lou Aufmann 

B
Nancy & William Bahlman, Jr.
Mr. & Mrs. Carroll R. Baker
Iris G. Ball
Michael & Kimberly Baranowski
Mr. & Mrs. Wayne K. Barfels
George Barnard
John F. Barrett Foundation
Robert A. Bauer
William & Kate Baumann

Beck Architecture - Donald Beck
Mrs. Lillian B. Becker
George & Carol Beddie
Mrs. Patricia Beggs 
Drs. Leslie & Carol Benet
Mrs. Thomas S. Benjamin
Ellen A. Berghamer
Mary Bergstein 
Eileen Berke
Jan Conversano Besl
Bruce & Barbara Best 
Todd Bezold
David & Elaine Billmire 
Mr. & Mrs. Robert C. Blum, Jr. 
Leon & Karen Boothe
Ken Bordwell
Jennifer G. and Andrew C. Bowen
Mrs. A. S. Braude
James & Carolyn Bruckmann
Trish & Rick Bryan
Otto M. Budig Family Foundation
Richard and Roberta Bull
Ann J. Bunis

C
CAA Staff
Sherry L. Caito

2014 - 2015 SPMH Members 

Thank You Members!
!As we express our gratitude, we must never forget that the 

highest appreciation is not to utter words, but to live by them." 
– John F. Kennedy

Together by our words best expressed in our deeds, 
we shall always be here for Music Hall. At this time of 
celebration may you all be blessed, as you have blessed
Music Hall with your support, interest and love. 

- Thank you, Members!
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Deborah W. Campbell
Steve & Cookie Carlson
Betty Carroll
Mrs. Mary E. Carroll
Shannon K. Carter
Edward & Susan Castleberry
Myra & Louis Chabut
Cincinnati Research & 

Paranormal Studies
Cincinnati Stage Employees   

Local No. 5
Nancy R. Clagett
James & Esther Coffey
Dr.  & Mrs. John & Julie Cohen
Mr. & Mrs. Phillip T. Cohen
Anthony F. Cole
Leland M. & Carol C. Cole
John P. & Rosemary Connole 
Corbett Foundation
Robin Cotton & Cindi Fitton
J. Edgar & Jane G. Cox
Mary & Timothy Coyne
Stephen & Faye Crawford

D
Mark Dauner
Joseph J. Dehner
Carmon DeLeone
Sally H. Dessauer
Jay & Jackie DeWitt
Dr. Karen Dinsmore
Paul Dirkes D.D.S 
Mrs. Rupert A. Doan
Wayne & Mary Jo Doebling
Jean Z. Donaldson
Mr. & Mrs. Charles E. Downton III
Marjorie W. Drackett
Mr. & Mrs. David W. Dressler
Sandra & Richard Drewes
Suzanne & Rick Dunbar
Richard B. Dusterberg

E
David Eager
Harold & Linda Eberenz
Janet & Joel  Ebersole
Ann Ellison

Mr. Charles N. Ellman

F
Jim & Jan Ferguson 
Mr. & Mrs. John W. Fischer lll
Kay & Barry Fittes
Mrs. Charles Fleischmann
Constance S. Flodder
Doris A. Fluck
Ashley & Bobbie Ford
Ms. Rochelle Fradkin
Tom & Peggy Frank
Carl & Terrill Freese
Rita Fritsch
Therese A. Froehle
Sue Friedlander
Dr. & Mrs. Harry F. Fry 
Patricia K. Fry

G
Marie Gallagher
Kathy & Joe Ganim
Neil & Linda Gartner
Ms. Susanne E. Geier
S. Bradley Gillaugh
Gary L. Gilmer
Mary & Jack Gimpel
Ralph Ginocchio
David N. Ginsburg
Renate & Jerry Glenn
Melissa Godoy
Clifford J. Goosmann & Andrea Wilson
Martha A. Gramss
Steven & Sue Grendel
William E. Griess 
Philip Groshong
Bob Groszer & Donna Wirth
Kathy Grote
Joanne Grueter
Marilynn R. Guertler

H - I
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Haberstroh
Priscilla G. Haffner
Summers & Jeannette Hagerman 
Vincent C. & Ann Hagerman
Barbara & Jack Hahn
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Dr. Kelly Hale
Megan Hall
Mercedes M. Hance
Tom & Jan Hardy
John Harig
Dr. & Mrs. Morton Harshman
Emma D. Hartkemeier
Dr. Robert & Suzanne Hasl 
Lenore Hatfield
Michael & Judy Hayes
Anne P. Heldman
Mr. & Mrs. John Heldman
Thomas & Dawn Heller
Robert & Patricia Henley 
Shirley  Henrich
William E. Henrich
Sandra T. Hitzler
Mrs. Florette B. Hoffheimer
Ruth C. Holthaus
Bob & Dolly Holzwarth 
Debora Hopper
Ruth Ann Hopper
Marcella Hsiung & Tony Lang
Carolyn Ruth Hunt 
Wetzel Hurst

J - K
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Janson
Tommie J. Jenkins
Henry L. Jennings
Linda Busken Jergens
Jean C. Jett
Ann M. Johnson
Marlene R. Johnson
Robert L. Johnson
Tricia & Eric Johnson
Brenda A. Jones
Dr. Edmund & Della Jones
Ken Jones
Robert & Connie Jones
Mary Ann Jordan
Jay & Shirley Joyce 
Mace Justice 
Michael F. Kashar
Nancy & Bill Keating
Terry & Kathy Kessler

David A. Klingshirn
Eileen K. Knollman
Kayley S. Knollman
Kenneth & Mary Jane Knollman
Lee Koehler
Peter Koenig
Connie Kohls
Patrick M. Korb
Carol & Scott Kosarko
Kenneth P. and Emily Kreider
Michael & Leslie Kreines
Carol L. Kruse
Theresa M. Kuhn
Mr. & Mrs. Lawrence H. Kyte.

L
Susan Laffoon
Thomas & Jane Lake 
Frederick H. Lampe
Sandy Laney
Ms. Cynthia A. Leslie
Calvin & Patricia Linnemann
Adele & Thomas Lippert
Ginger & Steve Loftin 
Dr. & Mrs. Edward E. Loftspring
Dr. Jennifer Loggie
Carl & Joyce Lohstroh
Whitney & Phillip Long
Alfonso & Mary Lopez
Dan & Joyce Lorey
Joanie & Bill Lotts 
Susie & Jack Louiso
Dr. & Mrs. Franklin Lowe
Mr. & Mrs. Ralph Lowenstein
Judy Lucas
Dr. & Mrs. Joseph T. Luttmer
Mary Reed Lyon

M
Helene & Millard Mack
Marianne Magill
F. I. & C. G. Mahan
Lois & Richard Manifold
Anita & Ed Marks
Judith L. Martin
J. Cromer Mashburn Family Foundation 
David J. Mason
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Bobbie Maybrier
James & Rebecca McDermott
Dr. & Mrs. William McKim, Jr.
Laura McMahon
Charlotte McNary
Gene Melton
Amy Mercer
Susan Sterritt Meyer
James & Sarah Michael
Deb & Jerry Miller
David & Martha Millett
M. G. Minsky
Graham & Sharon Mitchell
Donna S. Montgomery
Herta L. Moore
Regeana & Al Morgan
Marjorie Motch
Paul Muller
George & Anne Musekamp
Patti Myers & Alan Flaherty

N
Timothy S. Needler
Charles Scott Nelson
Jerry & Monica Nerl
Janet C. Neumann
Chris & Tom Neyer
Lindsay Niklas 
Donald & Joan Nitz
Carol Norris

O
Jane & Ervin Oberschmidt
Tamar & Alan Oestreich
Mr. & Mrs. William R. Oligee
Fred & Leila Oliver
Robert & Anne Olson 
Mrs. Sylvia E. Osterday
Marilyn Z. Ott

P
Eileen Parris & Margaret Guentert
Ms. Lavonia F.  Payton
Carol & James Pearce
Mark & Kim Pearson
Gloria & Bradley Pemberton
Rick Pender & Joan Kaup
Mr. & Mrs. John E. Pepper, Jr.

Mrs. Norma Petersen
Alice & David Phillips
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph A. Pichler
Mr. & Mrs. John W. Plattner 
Timothy L. Pohlman, D.D.S.
Judith & Ron Porges 
Barbara & Michael Porte
Judith Prinz
Amanda H. Prus

Q - R
Cliff  & Debbie Radel
Maribeth & Martin Rahe
J. Lee Rasmussen
Jean Ratcliff
Joan F. Reckseit, Ph. D.
Timothy & Paulette Reed
Sandy & Frank Reeder
David & Marilyn Reichert
Kathleen Reinmann
Prof. Edward J. Requardt
Ed & Barb Rider
Charles Scott Riley III Foundation
Linda K. Roberts
B. J. Robinson
Ramon  & Christina Rodriguez
David & Priya Rolfes
Mr. & Mrs. J. David Rosenberg
Edward & Nancy Rosenthal
Solveiga Rush
Margene Ryberg

S
Saenger Family Foundation
Mrs. Richard Salzer
Scott Santangelo
Melissa Santomo
David & Judy Savage
Mr. Thomas R. Schiff
Rosemary & Mark Schlachter
Stacy Sommer Schmidt
Mr. & Mrs. Robert J. Schmitz
Charlotte & Richard Schnitz
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Schorr
Mrs. Zell Schulman
James E. Schwab
Joseph T. Schwab
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T. L. & Debra Schwartz Foundation
David & Martha Seagram
Martha Seaman
Mildred J. Selonick
John & Teri Senhauser 
Jon & Jacqueline Seymour
Ildiko Sherman
Julie Shifman
Eleanor Shott
Eli  Shupe & Toby Ruben
Brian & Julie Siekmann
Donald & Linda Siekmann
Irwin & Melinda Simon
Jim & Linda Simpson
Murray & Robin Sinclaire
Mr. & Mrs. Paul Sittenfeld 
Mr. & Mrs. Gerald Skidmore
Sally Skillman & Nancy McGaughey
Adrienne A. Smith
Genevieve Smith & Charlotte Smith (de-
ceased)
William & Judith Smith
Sisters of the Transfiguration
Bill & Sue Sommer
Richard & Lois Sprigg
Cherry & Bob Staab
Mr. J. R. (Bob) Steelman
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas E. Stegman
Judy & Steve Stein
Nancy M. Stemen
Julia & David Stephen 
Mary S. Stern 
Amy Stier & Jeff Brown
Steven R. Sunderman

T – U
Dudley S. Taft
Thomas L. Tallentire
Dr. & Mrs. Shiro Tanaka
Sue Thacker
Joyce Thieman & Earl Ross
Norman J. Thomas
James L. Thompson

Sally & Scott Tieke
Janet G. Todd
Nydia C. Tranter
Mr. & Mrs. James S. Trowbridge

V – W 
Madge Vanbuskirk
Joyce Van Wye
Ruth Ann Voet
Bethany A. Vondran
Nancy C. Wagner
Patricia M. Wagner
Dr. & Mrs. Elmer Wahl
Jack & Leann Ward
JoAnn & Paul Ward
Mr. & Mrs. Frederick D. Warren
Paula J. Watters
Wayne Wauligman, D. D. S.
Mark & Lisa Weadick
Dr. James Weaver & Mary Vanags
Mrs. William N. Weed (Katie)
Mr. Ron Wehmeier
Irwin & Barbara Weinberg
Richard & Ervena Weingartner
Patty & Gary Welsh
Gary & Diane West
Mike & Sue West
David & Sandy Westerbeck
Franklin H. White
Julie A. Whitmer
George & Kathy Wilkinson
Dr. & Mrs. James Willis
Mrs. Beatrice Winkler
Betty Ann Wolf
Shelby Wood
Stacey & Kathryn Woolley
Mrs. Dorothy Wuzelbacher

X - Z
John M. Yacher
Margaret Yeiser
Dr. & Mrs. Daryl N. Zeigler
Dr. Robert W. & Carol Ziegler III

Please let us know if we have duplicated, omitted or misspelled your name  
Call (513) 744-3293 or Admin@spmhcincinnati.org 



25 MUSIC HALL Marks

About the Cover
Looking up at the great build-

ing, looking down at me—struck by
its immensity, yes, but also by its
warmth, its constant hospitality—
and I take my photo. The ‘photos’
in memories of
those passing
by and those
who invested
their time in en-
joyments or
work endeavors,
are likely as nu-
merous as the
stars in the sky.
Doors opened in
1878 with enor-
mous anticipa-
tion and pride in
Cincinnati’s
Music Hall. The
man of the day
was Reuben
Springer and
what would he
think about the
coming renova-
tion? – a puzzle.

Oh, there have been ‘revital-
izations’ in the past, certainly. In
1896, the Hall was changed dra-
matically—proscenium arches,
new seating, scaling down of the
Great Organ screen; 1913’s new
coat of paint and permanent box
seats. In the early 1920s  fire is-
sues and safety were of grave con-
cern, and politicians demanded

that the north and south wings be
razed—yet they ‘stood tall’.  Patri-
cia and Ralph Corbett took it upon
themselves to begin a new day for
Music Hall, one of modernization in

the late 1960s.
All the while, a
revived Music
Hall survived
and thrived. And
the people
passed by,
some with major
concerns and
others without a
thought, and the
people moved
on. 

One of the
guest speakers
for the SPMH
2014 Annual
Meeting was
Murray Sin-
claire, Jr., then
Chair of the Cul-
tural Facilities
Task Force. At

the time, inclusion of Music Hall on
the November Tax Ballot had been
denied by the County Commission-
ers. Mr. Sinclaire said “we have a
hill to climb and the hope is that by
your next Annual Meeting there will
be a definitive plan.” President Don
Siekmannn said “this is a puzzle
we are trying to put together and
there are many missing pieces.”

Music Hall Marks cover
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Fast forward to 2015—the goal
of $129 M has nearly been met. A
design team and other experts
have been selected and drawings
are in process. The Hall will ‘go
dark’ in June 2016. But little of
what is to come has been revealed
to the public. It is a puzzle. When
one interjects personal experience,
questions abound. How will a
downsized Springer Auditorium be
viewed? Will the sense of awe be
enhanced or will an ‘old friend’ be
lost in the sweeping of construction
debris? How will treasured memo-
ries coalesce with new realities?
This is a puzzle. 

I think about Cincinnati build-
ings demolished with the 70’s wave
of modernization and I cringe. A
few, I saw as a child and I antici-
pated entering the doors someday.
So much of Cincinnati’s ‘Gold’
gone. One can research for hours
the magnificent architecture lost.
So, why does Music Hall, this 1878
behemoth still stand? This is a puz-
zle. And perhaps while pondering
the  puzzles (or not) collectively we
declare that Music Hall will stand
as a statement of who WE were,
who WE are, and who WE will be-
come.       

- Kathy Janson

Society for the Preservation 
of Music Hall

Renew your membership or join today 
by using the enclosed envelope.

www.spmhcincinnati.org.

- Thank You!
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